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After a three year hiatus due to the pandemic, we
were at last able to reconvene for a reunion on 9th
April. Our numbers were fewer than we are used to as
Covid continued to play its unfortunate part, a number
of members having to cancel at the last minute after
testing positive. Nevertheless everyone agreed it was
good to be able to get together again and we look
forward to hopefully returning to our normal numbers
next year.
The reunion was played out against a background of
the tragic events in Ukraine and members agreed that
raffle proceeds of £340 (thanks to the persuasive
efforts of raffle girls Heather and Angie) should be
donated to the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.

More reunion news
and photos on pages
8, 9 & 10.
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Membership Matters
Matt Ford has a new address of c/o Unit 1, Rother Ironworks, Fishmarket Road, Rye, East Sussex, TN31
7LR

Farewells

Wing Commander Edwin (Ted) Nieass died in April 2021 aged 96. He
was a Flight Lieutenant with the Tigers when on the squadron flying
Meteors from February 1951 to September 1952. Ted’s long and
successful RAF service began in 1942 at the age of just 18 when he
volunteered to become a pilot. His flying training took place at No 1
British Flying Training School at Terrel, Texas. He earned his wings
on the North American AT-6 Harvard and went on to fly jet fighters
throughout the 1950s and 60s, finishing his flying career leading an
RAF training team with the Kenya Airforce in the mid-seventies. His
last posting was as a member of the Directing Staff at RMCS
Shrivenham before his retirement in 1979.

*
Mike Rigg hailed from Wallasey in Cheshire. He was born in June 1943 and often used to say that his parents
lived at the end of the road beside the Wallasey TACAN. According to Mike his father pedalled the beacon
round and his mother called out the bearings! Mike joined the RAF through South Cerney in the spring of 1966
along with another pilot destined for 74 Squadron, Russ Peart, and after initial training he gained his wings on
Course 182 at RAF Acklington (which soon afterwards closed and became an open cast coal mine!) After
completing the Gnat and Hunter courses at Valley and Chivenor respectively he moved on to Lightning Course 49
at Coltishall, graduating in the autumn of 1969 before arriving on 74 on 14th October of that year. Mike
brought his wife Helen with him and also bought an old Ford Zephyr to get around Singapore. For those of a
certain age, Mike’s car was the model used in ‘Z Cars’ and for much of the time Mike would drive it as if he was
on a police chase. There was one lovely occasion when he was going downtown with Helen alongside him and in
the back were two Australian pilots down at Tengah on one pf the regular ‘Tiger Rag’ detachments. As the car
swept round a roundabout with the tyres squealing, Helen turned to the two in the back and said, quite
innocently “…and he wonders why his balls are tired!” She couldn’t understand why the three men collapsed with
laughter!
On 12th August 1970 when night flying, Mike
returned to the circuit only to find that his
left main wheel would not lower and remained
firmly in its stowage. Landing a Lightning with
one mainwheel retracted was a ‘no-no’ and so
Mike was sent off to the designated ejection
area to the east of Singapore Island beyond
Changi. At 12,000ft he ejected and then
almost fell through the harness when the
stitching around the seat of the parachute
failed (after several years of pilots sweating
profusely!). He came down with the harness
release box under his chin and many said
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afterwards that had he been a slim individual (Mike was built for comfort!) he might have slipped all the way
through. Thankfully, apart from bruising to his thighs from the snatch as the harness failed, he was unhurt and
soon returned to flying. The Board of Inquiry formed and requested the salvage of the aircraft to ascertain
the cause of the stuck wheel, only to be told that the ‘designated ejection area’ had also been a ‘designated
ammunition dumping ground’ since the end of World War II, so any salvage attempt was swiftly abandoned.
After 74 disbanded in September 1971 Mike, along with three others - Nigel Holder, Roger Pope and Dave
Roome - were posted to CFS at Little Rissington to become QFIs. While Nigel went on to instruct on the Jet
Provost, the other three all went to Valley and instructed on the Gnat where Mike, along with his new wife
Johanna (Mike with Johanna pictured previous page), joined 1 Squadron under our now Vice President
Squadron Leader ‘Boz’ Robinson. This was Mike’s last tour in the RAF, retiring in April 1976, from where he
went into the civil aviation world and rose to be a captain on Cathay Pacific flying the Boeing 707 and 747-400
and Lockheed Tristar, ultimately becoming a Check and Training Captain.
In both military and commercial uniform Mike exhibited the same
personal qualities. He was a punchy, quite outspoken character with
a great love of life and family, always great fun to be with
possessing as he did a great sense of humour. Good old-fashioned
concepts of loyalty, integrity and honesty meant a great deal to
him. He was of course a very skilled pilot and popular with his
colleagues. He also had a great sense of adventure and this
included racing cars for a while. Mike, together with 74’s Trevor
MacDonald Bennett, was also in a group of predominantly ex-Cathay
guys who travelled most of Europe on large modern motorcycles.
Mike predictably became a very popular entertaining member of
the group when he joined. He carried on riding big bikes until ill
health intervened.
A celebration of Mike’s life was held on December 16th at Newton
Ferrers in the manner that he would assuredly have approved of!
With thanks to Dave Roome and Trevor MacDonald Bennett
*
Alex ‘Charlie’ Peace
died in April 2022 at
the remarkable age
of 101.
He led a
most interesting life
which
included
service with 74 in
October 1940. He
wrote his memoir at
the age of 99 and
you can see that in
Tiger News 67, 69
and 70, available on
our website, and the
reading of which is
the perfect eulogy
for Charlie.
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Heather Cadwallader, the beloved wife of Ian who served
with 74 from 1956 to 1968, died on 7th February Although
living in New Zealand Ian and Heather did attend a few
reunions where they were able to meet up with their old
friends from RAF days – the Robinsons, Hiltons and
Southgates in particular. Ian first met Heather in 1961
when he was a co-pilot on DC3s flying for NZ National
Airways and Heather was - as referred to in those days an Air Hostess. He actually proposed to her on a ferry
flight in the cockpit of a DC3 when she was sitting on his
knee! They were married in !962 and had two daughters
Cindy and Karen. Heather liked playing golf in earlier times
and always enjoyed gardening, especially in the last five
years of her life living in their little cottage about 20 miles
north of Christchurch. Her favourite flowers were roses.
RIP Heather.

In Fadeless Memory
Those of you who were at the 2013 reunion would
have had the pleasure of meeting Marigold,
sister of wartime Tiger Brian Kirk, who was shot
down on 20th October 1940 and died in hospital
of his injuries nine months later on July 22nd
1941. Marigold brought memorabilia relating to
her brother to show members. Now an
authoritative new book has been privately
published by family friend Brian Outhwaite.
Meticulously researched it tells not only Brian’s
story, but shines a revealing light on the Royal
Air Force just prior to and during the early two
years of World War Two. Furthermore it is a
social history as relating to a farming family in
Yorkshire during those wartime years. Highly
recommended.
If you would like to purchase a copy, which is
available in softback or hardback, search for it
by the title – In Fadeless Memory of Brian Kirk
- on E-Bay . However, author Brian is happy to
offer it to Association members at the cost
price of £20 for the softback and £30 for the
hardback plus postage of £3. To order, contact
him by telephone on 07707 992608 or by email:
theaviatorsbookshed@protonmail.com

4

George Merifield
Dennis O’Connor (who shared the photos below) has been trying to find out details of the RAF career of his
late father-in-law, George Henry Merifield who was born at Trimdon in County Durham in 1916. George was
evidently with 74 Squadron as groundcrew in the Middle East and North Africa in 1943 as there is a photograph
of him (below) with the squadron football team .George is on the extreme left of the back row.

George kept a personal diary and on the pages shown he records two crashes – on the 28th January Sgt Mitchell
suffered a collapsed undercarriage whilst landing: and two days later Sgt Bobby Waugh was killed whilst
aerobatting. The Tigers were flying very second-hand Hurricanes at the time.

Maintenance
desert.

in

the
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When the chance arose, a spot of R&R in Cairo was always welcome. George is on the right.

When 74 moved to the Near East in late 1942, personnel sailed in the
SS Rangitata to Durban and then the Mauritania to Egypt. The
squadron’s Spitfires were loaded on to another ship in the convoy,
P&O’s Sudan. But off Cape Aghulas the Sudan hit a mine and sank. The
loss of the Spitfires consigned 74 to weary months in the desert
waiting for replacement aircraft during which time the Tigers were
allocated very second hand, rarely photographed Hurricanes seen here.
None of these carried a squadron code, only individual aircraft codes.
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Questions Answered!
Is it a Mustang?

We asked the question in Tiger News 80 – is that a Mustang
fuselage they are sitting on? No it isn’t – it’s most likely the rear
section of a B-26 Marauder. The coding is that of an 8th Air Force
B-26 Squadron and the chap nearest the camera is sitting where
the dorsal turret would be. Thanks to our webmaster Tony for the
identification.

Tengah Lightnings
Also in Tiger News 80, on pages 9 and 10 we asked three questions
regarding Tengah Lightnings. The first was regarding the Jim Jolly
photo of XR770, coded ‘C’ (left) – we asked whose name appeared
on the cockpit sill? Dave Roome tells me that XR770 joined 74 at
Leuchars after an appearance at the 1966 Farnborough Air Show
when it displayed in Royal Saudi Air Force colours (the RSAF had
ordered the F.53 and T.55 versions) and was allocated to Flt Lt
Jim Jewell until his departure in mid-1969, after which it became
the mount of Flt Lt Nigel Holder, who finally flew it from Tengah
to Akrotiri for delivery to 56 Squadron in September 1971.
Other allocations were ‘A’ – OC Ken Goodwin: ‘B’ - Derek Burrows (OC A Flight): ‘D’ - Neil Davidson: ‘E’ - ? Henry
Lether and ‘F’ - Peter Frieze. ‘G’ and onwards were B Flight aircraft.
Turning to the second photo (right) , although Dave doesn’t know the identity of
the ground crew, the airbrakes are partially extended and so he would guess that it
was taken during the after start checks.

Now to XR772 coded ‘E’. “I think that the pilot in the photo is most
likely Rick Lea”, says Dave, “as we had both obtained Australian Day-Glo
suits, (mine was bought in the ’Thieves Market’ in downtown Singapore).
I was both Tengah’s Station Combat Survival and Rescue Officer and
also in the same post for 74 and I believed that the green flying suits
we were issued with were fine for wartime, but in peacetime I wanted to
be found if I ejected. In the jungle environment of Malaysia, Day-Glo
would stand out better than jungle green! Rick had a similar suit and
also used a Mk.1 ‘bone dome’, while I used the Mk.2, as did the Boss (the pilot in the photo is wearing a Mk.1
helmet). The aircraft does not have the refuelling probe fitted so it most certainly was not leaving Tengah for
return to the UK in early 1970 (5 Squadron had deployed to Tengah and left us with XR767 which then became
‘E’ until it crashed into the Malacca Straits killing John Webster on the night of 26th May 1970). However, we
fitted the overwing tanks now and again to prove the systems and my logbook shows that XR772 had them
fitted in November 1969 as I did a 2 hour night sortie on the 20th of that month. XR772 ended up at Binbrook
and was abandoned on 6th March 1985 off Spurn Head. The pilot, Martin Ramsey, ejected.”
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Summary of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the
74(F) Tiger Squadron Association. Saturday 9th April 2022.

Apologies were received from Dick Northcote, Graham Clarke, Nigel Champken-Woods, Bea Slater, Peter
Holloway, Jon and Jo Mosen, Kev Wooff, Ian Gale, Andy Nailard, Neil Dedman, Pete Shaw, John Bletcher, Russ
Allchorne, Stu Rix, Bill Preece, Tony Ellender, Terry Maddern, Barney Barnard, Henry Lether, Es George,
Henryk Ploszek, David Jones, Keith Griffin, Des Schweppe, John Tesseyman & Mick Church.
Members were particularly saddened that Steve Smyth was forced to tender his apologies as well. Having flown
across to the UK from New Zealand with his daughter Sophie on a visit to coincide with the reunion, he had
tested positive when making the journey from London to Norwich. Steve and Sophie were in the hotel but were
unable to join us, instead having dinner served in their rooms. Some of his colleagues from the Phantom days did
however manage a socially distanced drink around outside tables in the neighbouring Wetherspoons prior to the
reunion.

In the absence of our chairman (who like others had tested positive
for Covid prior to the reunion) Treasurer Rhod welcomed all
attending the AGM. Numbers this year, the first reunion since
2019, were half those of the previous attendance with the
continuing Covid infection rate nationwide a major factor, The
minutes of the previous meeting were read out by Secretary Bob.
There were no matters arising.
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Treasurer's Report
The accounts show that the Treasurer’s Account/Interest Account holds £5,362.17. We hold sales stock to
the value of £150.00.
The money allocated to the museum fund has been cleared with the completion of the new crew/tea room which
we hope to be able to visit in 2023 if the reunion is to be held in Norwich again in 2023 – see below.
Election of Officers
The committee assumed they would be asked to offer themselves for re-election once again and therefore will
continue during 2022-2023 as currently as proposed by Dave Roome and seconded by Ray Jones
Chairman – Dick Northcote
Treasurer – Rhod Smart
Secretary – Bob Cossey
Phantom F-4J ZE360/0
The restoration of ZE360 has, like so much else, been adversely affected by the
pandemic although work parties have been to Manston when the rules allowed to
begin to prepare the airframe for moving to Cotswold Airport (the former RAF
Kemble) where the restoration will take place. Tony Clay made a presentation
after the dinner showing what had been achieved thus far which members
appreciated. Print signing by those F-4J aircrew present took place – prints
which will be sold (right) to raise further funds for the restoration. A donation
of £200 to the restoration fund by the Association was authorised as proposed
by Cliff Spink and seconded by Dave Roome.
Any Other Business
• Cliff reported that the Malan Memorial Sword which the Association has
loaned to the Bentley Priory Museum has become a much-appreciated
centrepiece of the Battle of Britain themed exhibition.
•

The proceeds of the reunion raffle will be donated to the Disasters Emergency Committee Ukraine
Humanitarian Appeal, as will the proceeds of the sale of Association polo shirts.

Date of Next Meeting .

25th March 2023. Venue to be confirmed.

Whilst all agreed that Norwich and the Maid’s Head is a fine reunion venue, it does represent a long
journey for some members. Other more centrally placed hotel options were explored by the committee
before selecting Norwich, but those present were asked to forward alternative suggestions if they had
any. Expanding on that, if any member can suggest a suitable, accessible venue elsewhere in the country
we will look into it. If none are received the reunion will be at the Maid’s Head again.
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RAF Wattisham. 74 Squadron 70th Anniversary Open Day and Air Show. 8th August 1987.
From the archives – a great way to celebrate 70 years of the Tigers with an impressive collection of visiting
aircraft for invited guests to view. Photos by your editor.

Top. McDonnell
Douglas F-4Js
prior to take off
for a formation
flypast.

Centre. McDonnell
Douglas F-4
Phantoms of
various marks and
squadrons

Left. McDonnell
Douglas F-4J
ZE358/H
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General Dynamics F-16As FA-76 & FA-60 31 Smaldeel, Kleine Brogel, Belgian Air Force.

General Dynamics F-111E 670123/UH 79th TFS RAF Upper Heyford

Left. English Electric Lightning F.6 XS922/AS 5
Squadron RAF Binbrook. Above McDonnell Douglas CF-18A
Hornets 188758 & 188741 Canadian Armed Forces.
Blackburn Buccaneer S.2B XX889 889 12 Squadron RAF Lossiemouth

de Havilland DH.98 Mosquito T.3 RR299
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