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STOP PRESS -  The 2020 Reunion will be held once again at The Maidõs Head Hotel in 

Norwich from 27 th  ð 29 th  March. Full details to follow in the autumn.   
 

Membership Matters  

 
 

New member John Williams  served with  74 from 1955 -1960 as 

NCO in charge of the Phot o Unit. Having joined the RAF in early  

1955 John undertook basic training at West Kirby and then 

photogr aphic training at Wellsbourne Mountford before  joining 

the Tigers with who he spent his entire RAF career, leaving  just  

as the squadron was being re -equipped with  the Lightning.  

 

John says: õalthough ground crew, a considerable amount of my 

time was spent  with the aircrew and I would take anything on 

offer  to get airborne for which many a pilot obliged. These 

would be the occasional air -to -air photo shoots or just f or a 

ride! The offer to go gliding at RAF Marham was never missed . 

The camaraderie and goodw ill  on the squadron , something only  

appreciated as so precious later in life, I found was second to none. Iõm not sure that was the  same for the 

beer sold  at T he Firs pub just down the road!  

 

Now in my early 80 s I feel I owe 74 Sq uadron and the RAF in 

general  a great debt. Five of  the best years  of my life were spent  

with the squadron.  Those formative years gave me the grounding, 

qualifications , experience  and opportunity I needed to find a 

wonderful career with the BBC - career filming,  directing , 

produc ing programmes from drama to documentary that took me 

around the world visiting places and meeting people that for most 

can only to be  imagined.  I have written a book (right ) about this . 

I t was originally for family  only but I was pressured by my 

colleagues into having it self -published.  Included at the beginning 

is a small mention of my life with the squadron  together with a 

few pictures.    (Itõs an excellent read and John has kindly 

donated a copy to be raffled at the 2020 reunion ð Bob). 

 

 

 

http://www.74sqdn.tk/


2 

 

4010730 Cor poral Robert Churchil l 
 

Robert C hurchill tells an  interesting  story about his time as a Tiger. He was posted to  Horsham St Faith from 

Tangmere in th e 1950s and was there when Sailor Malan visited his old squadron, standing on the wing of a 

Meteor and speak ing to the ground crew. Rober tõs CO was the American Major Milholland who asked him to 

paint  the  tigerõs head on his new ôbone dome.õ Robert agreed and he was also entrusted with one of the 

squadronõs prized tiger skins (now on display at the City of Norwich Aviation Museum) which he draped over the 

table in his billet while he made an oil painting of it with ô74õ just above the tigerõs head.  Robert was ôpaidõ 200 

Lucky Strike cigarettes for doing  this. (Sadly we donõt know where his painting  is now). 

 

Aft er 74 , Robert was posted to Colerne then to Mafraq in Jordan and a short spell at Habbaniyah in Iraq 

before returning to the UK and Civvy Street where he worked as a licensed aircraft engineer on numerous 

aircraft including Concorde.  

 

Brian Kirk.  

 
Here i s a story with a  happy ending. In early 

May Patrick Kirk was told of  a Facebook post 

about an RAF ID card that  had been found, 

belonging to his great uncle, 74õs wartime pilot 

Brian Kirk. It  was handed in to RAF 

Northwood where the find was posted on 

Facebook by Adelle O'Leary  as follows:  

 
This is a real long shot but I would love to return this 
to the rightful family/owner of this old military ID. A 
taxi driver found this in Lidl car park in Edgeware 
and was handed into me at my work (Northwood 
HeadquarterǎύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƳΣ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ 
away. tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ 

the magic of social media work its powers! 

 

It did! O ver 600 people shared and in just over a day Patrick saw it.  The card was returned to him and it now 

hangs in a photo frame at his home next to Brian Kirkõs medals.  

 

You may remember that the Association  

had the pleasure of meeting Patrickõs 

great aunt Marigold  Simpson (left ) at a 

reunion dinner in 2013. She was our 

guest of honour that year and brought 

with her a 74 Squadron plaque carved b y 

Robert Thompson which had been 

featured on the A ntiques Roadshow. The 

plaque was made in commemoration of 

her brother , 74õs Brian Kirk who died on 

22nd July 1941 after being shot down 

the previous October. Marigold also 

brought other things of Brianõs ð 

letters, photographs and most 

evocatively of all the flying helmet he 

was wearing on the fateful day.  
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Farewells  

 
Sadly we have to record that Association member Group Captain Sir Henry Riley  has died, aged 90. Henryõs 

cremation was in Spain and there is to be a memorial service at mid -day on Friday 6 th  September at  St Andrews 

Priory Church, Hamble.  

 

Henry led a fascinating life both in and out of the RAF which he joined in the days of National Service in 1950. 

He wanted to be a pilot and serve a maximum of two years but he found that if he wanted to follow that path 

he had to sign for seven. At the time the RAF needed Engineering Officers who could be trained as pilots and 

test pilots, so he opted for that and after training in aeronautical and electronic engineering at RAF Henlow he 

was awarded his Commission in 1954. He began his flying training in 1955 at Hu llavington and then Swinderby 

and won his wings, and was awarded the S word of Honour , two years later.  

 

 
 

Henryõs first posting was to 74 Squadron as Engineering Officer. As part of that role he was the pilot 

responsible for routine air testing  (above). His time on 74 coincided with deployments to Cyprus and Jordan 

where, in Henryõs words, ôwe were helping to put King Hussein on the throne.õ During his first year on 74 there 

were two fatal accidents and pilots were told to prepare a ôdeath fileõ in case they didnõt return from a sortie. 

This contained information that was m eant to help the officer chosen to tell the wife of a pilot that he had 

been lost. Henry kept his file throughout his life.  

 

74 was Henryõs favourite squadron posting, so much so that he and 

his wife Antonia named their finca in Spain after it ð Finca Los 

Tigres.  

 

Henry described this as õ74 Squadron Crew Room, with 

smokers, smoking themselves to death let alone falling out of 

the sky!õ 

 



4 

 

After 74 he was posted to Marham to gain experience on the V -Force. It was here that Henry broke his ankle 

(a complicate d fracture) but was still expected to fly and he did with one leg in plaster. No health and safety 

concerns in those days! But they were the days of the RAFõs ôFlying Clubõ whereby aircraft could be ôborrowedõ 

and Henry did so (one of 74õs Hunters) to call in to say hello in advance of his posting to Marham.  

Unfortunately on departure from the base he jet blasted to smithereens an entire display of newly planted 

flowers for a royal visit. An inauspicious start to his new posting! After Marham he went  to Boscombe Down and 

the RAF Flight Test Centre where he was involved in the conversion of RAF and Royal Navy aircraft to carry 

nuclear weapons. Whilst at Boscombe he visited the US Army nuclear weapons storage facility at Piccadilly 

Arsenal in New Jersey , as well as Naval Station Norfolk (Virginia) and the White Sands missile range in New 

Mexico.  

                  

Next came RAF Laarbruch before returning to the UK, the  

Staff College at Bracknell and promotion to Wing Commander 

before a posting to RAF Coltisha ll to set up the Lightning 

Conversion Unit. Of all the aircraft he flew  in the RAF , the 

Lightning was Henryõs favourite. 

  

Further p romotion to Group Captain preceded command of 

RAF Sealand (left ) and then came three MoD appointments 

(Operational Requireme nts, Defence Procurement and 

Electrical Engineering) before  retirement from the RAF when 

Henry  (a) took a post in i ndustry and (b) bought a boat, 

Sparrowsong  (below).  I n 1982 he joined the Royal Air Force 

Yacht Club.õ 

 

After retirement Henry found out th at the RAF needed instructors 

for air cadets and, itching to get into the air again in any aircraft, he 

offered to instruct the youngsters on the Chipmunk.  Henry always 

liked to relate a story of how the officer i/c instructor recruitment 

looked at Henryõs log books, saw the thousands of hours on fighters 

and V-bombers and refused his application because he didnõt have an 

instructorõs licence. It took a bit of persuasion and a quick 

conversion course before he was allowed to get into a Chipmunk. ôHe 

loved that job,õ recalls Antonia, ôand he taught many kids to fly. He 

also taught me. I got my PPL in Miami and we had great fun flying 

over the Florida Keys, he in his Cessna and me in mine.õ Henry and Antonia had married in 2007 at St Clement 

Daneõs in London. See Tiger News 45  on the website for the full story of that.  

 

The post in industry that Henry initially took after his RAF retirement was with GEC Marconi Avionics. From 

there he moved to British Telecom in 1984 and then in 1987 he was appointed managing director of Signaal UK 

and was advisor to the president of the company in the Netherlands. On the merger of Signaalappararaten with 

Thomson-CSF he became UK Director, Naval Combat Systems, Detection Systems Group and when Thomson -

CSF became Thales Internat ional NL he was made UK Director, continuing in this role until 2004. The year 

before, he had been granted the rare distinction of being elevated to be Knight in the Order of Orange Nassau 

by Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands for services to UK -Netherlands trade promotion. He was instrumental in 

securing a huge contract ð the Horizon Programme ð which saw Thales NL long range radars being fitted to 

frigates of five European navies, securing work for the British and Dutch for years to come. Our own Queen 

Elizabeth allowed Henry to style himself Sir Henry and Antonia as Lady Riley.  

 

After Thales, Henry moved on to a German company, Diehl BGT Defence GmbH and was with them until 2014 

when at the age of 86 he finally retired.  
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Our Vice -President Boz Robinson was a personal friend of Henryõs having served together at Horsham St Faith 

when 74 were flying Hunters.  óOur times together on the squadron  were by far the best of those days ,õ writes 

Boz, ôand I fondly remember jousting with Henry over matters, but we alway s remained the very best of 

friends. What a sad loss it is. õ 

  

 

 

 

Henry with Princess Margaret. H e always joked he was her next 

best Group Captain after Peter Townsend!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

With my thanks to Lady Riley (Antonia) for all her assistance in preparing this  farewell.  

 

*  

 

 

 

I also have to tell you that Janet Southward  passed 

away on 22nd May. Janet joined the Association in 

2004, her late husband Jack (right) having flown 

with 74 at Horsham St Faith in the 1950s. A lovely 

lady, we will miss her greatly.  

 

 

 

 

 

A Story with a Good Ending. With thanks to  David Jones for finding this article in The Times.  
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XS927  

 
Further to Terry Maddern's words about XS 927  in Tiger News 72 , I can tell you that  XS 927 was the last 

Lightning F .6 to  leave Singapore (writes Tony Ellender ) and I should know because I was in it ! 4.00 hrs Tengah 

to Gan, (1:40 as airborne spare for the last pair out of Gan), 8:05 hrs Gan to Akrotiri (for these legs I had 

three  Victor tankers all to myself); 5:45 hrs Akrotiri to Leconfiel d ~ and it was perf ectly serviceable all the 

way. These were my last sorties on 74 Squadron and XS 927's last flights as a 74 Squadron aircraft. Seven of 

our eleven F6s were  handed over to 56 Sq uadron at Akrotiri and I le d the other four on to Leconfield o n 14th 

Sept 1971. 

  

ZE360 /0  Update            See also the ZE360 restoration page on www. 74sqdn.tk  

 

Your committee is delighted  to tell you that as of 15th May we have been the co -owners, with the British 

Phantom Aviation  Group (BPAG), of F-4J (UK) ZE360/O.  At the AGM in March and in Tiger News 72 we 

explai ned how the airframe, the last o f the F -4Js acquired by the RAF after the Falklands War and flown only 

by 74 Squadron, was about to be disposed of by the Fire School at RAF Manston where she had been resid ing in 

the open, in all weathers,  for over 25 years. Now surplus to requirements, Tony Clay, our webmaster, set in 

motion a process to try to save her, involving the BPAG. After a busy period of establishing contact with the 

right people and multiple form  filling, Tony was told around May 10th that the airframe was available and had 

been placed in the hands of a contractor for disposal. That contractor was instructed to give us, the 

Association, just 5 days to put in a bid! The idea of 360 being gifted to us was now not an option.  

 

After a hectic day on 14th May with multiple phone calls between Treasurer Rhod, Tony, Paul Wright  (Chairman 

of the BPAG ), DESA (the Defence Equipment Sales Authority, the sole authority within the Ministry of 

Defence for the sa le of surplus military equipment) and the contractor (Military Spares UK Ltd) a joint bid was 

submitted by ourselves and the BPAG for £1,750 and that bid was accepted.  

 

Our sincere thanks to Tony, Rhod and Paul for committing so much time on the day to fa cilitate this. Our role 

from now on is to assist however we can with fund raising to enable the restoration of ZE360, which will be 

undertaken by the expert engineers of the BPAG. As soon as we decide how best we can do that you will be 

informed of course and any help in whatever form will be welcome.  

 

In the meantime if you wish to make a donation to the ZE360 fund, we have set up a joint account with 

the BPAG for that very pur pose. The account name is Tiger 360, the sort code is 30 96 26 and the 

account n umber 53212368.  

 

The next big step will be the moving of the airframe from the Manston Fire School to BPAGõs base at 

Wymeswold near Leicester (Leicester having Tiger links of a sort of course through its well -known Rugby Union 

team!). Regular updates will be published in Tiger News and more immediately via our website. There may be a 

slight delay in setting up a time for the actual dismantling and removal of 360 from Manston due to the small 

amount of radioactivity that is generated from the engine cases. I t`s another layer of paperwork which Tony 

has been informed is simply a matter of dotting the i`s and crossing the t`s in terms of MoD liability.  

 

 

You may have seen that the August issue of Flypast magazine 

included ZE360 in the news section . Furthermore , interest 

regarding ZE360 on social media has been very high with the 

announcement regarding 360 being the most popular post on the 

BPAG Facebook page ever. Feedback and levels of support from 

Phantom air and ground crews as well as enthusiasts alike has 

been ôphenomenalõ.  
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Daks Over Dux f ord  

 
The 75 th  Anniversary D Day commemorations in June covered a range of events, one of which was a unique 

gathering of 23 DC-3 Dakotas and their military derivatives such as C-47 Skytrains at IWM Duxford. On June 

5 th  21 of them  took off, ten with paratroopers on board, to fly over the Normandy  beaches and land at Caen for 

Daks Over Normandy, the paratroopers jumping at Sannerville Drop Zone ôKõ. Many veterans were present at 

both Duxf ord and especially in Norm andy of c ourse. The  sound of the  Dakotas running up their Pratt and 

Witney Twin Wasps together and t hen making a stream take off was a sound and sight to hear and behold, 

added to which were a few Merlins such as that of Mustang  GA-S fl own by our President on the day (photo 

page 6 ). A selection of photos of the DC -3s and C-47s is shown over the next three  pages. Impressive  to say 

the least . 
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