No 7 4 (F) Tiger Sg uadron Association
www.74squadron.org.uk

Tiger News No 62

Association President
Honorary Vice President
Association Chairman
Association Treasurer
Association Secretary
Acting Webmaster

Tiger John

May 2013

Compiled by Bob Cossey

Air Marshal Cliff Spink  CB, CBE, FCMI, FRAeS
Air Vice Marshal Boz Robinson FRAeS FCMI
Group Captain Dick Northcote OBE BA

Rhod Smart

Bob Cossey BA (Hons)

David Jones.

Our webmaster and good friend John Crow died on Tuesday April 22nd. It was not unexpected but we have to
marvel at the f ighting spirit Tiger John has shown, especially over the past twelve months. We will miss him. He

Boz writes:

ME UP THERE!

has been an
inspiration for us
all in the way
that he has dealt
with his illness.
Our thoughts
are with Margie
who has been
wife, nurse,
friend and
support to her
beloved John
throughout. A
full appreciation
of John's
eventful life will
appear in the
next issue.

RIP Tiger John
Crow.

Left - John with his fellow Tigers from the Lightning days. He sent
his entire RAF with just the one squadron - 74 - ar arething
indeed. Both the squadron and the aircraft meant so much to him.

A message from our Honorary Vice President Boz Robinson to John.

SORRY ABOUT OUR VERY OWN CROW AND HOPE YOU FLY WELL
AGAIN ON THE OTHER SIDE. WE THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT DEDICATION TO THE
74 CAUSE AND FOR KEEPING THE WEBSITE UP AND RUNNING FOR AS LONG AS
YOU DID DESPITE THE MANY DISTRACTIONS. PLEASE KEEP THE BAR OPEN FOR

And for all of us Tiger John.




Taken at Schijndel in 1945, On the back row, left to right , are
Paddy Dalz ell, Dave Davis and Len Preston and on the front Pat
Peet and Hugh Murland.

Association member Paddy Dalzell has died aged 89. Paddy flew
with the Tigers in 1944 and 1945. D Day was relatively uneventful
for t he squadron flying as they did a series of unopposed sorties in
concert with many other squadrons over the invasion beaches.
Patrols over the beach -heads after D Day in their invasion striped
Spitfires were often  lengthy and at least one Tiger force landed
due to lack of fuel. Of all the squadron's pilots at this time Paddy
came off worst when he was hit by flak over Caen whilst providing
air cover for friendly troops. He managed to glide back over the
Allied lines but crash landed between posts set up to stop glider
landings. His aircraft was written off and Paddy was injured and
after a few days he was returned to England by American LST.
Back on the squadron towards the end of 1944  Paddy proved
himself adept at V 1 hunting, claiming three destroyed in t he air
whilst 74 were operating from Duerne.

And to Association member Robert 'Bobby' Laumans  who died on Monday
April 21st aged 93. Having escaped to England at the outbreak of the Second
World War he trained to fly Spitfires and joined the Tigers befor e being
posted to the newly formed Belgian 350 Squadron. During his time with 350
Squadron he was shot down near Ostend but baled out at the last minute

(having inverted his aircraft to free himself from the cockpit ). He was picked
up from the sea by the Germans and sent to Stalag Luft Ill where he was
very involved with preparations for the Great Escape. After the war Bobby

joined SABENA for which airline he flew for many years. He was a holder of
the Belgian Croix de Guerre 1940 with the Palm and Bronze Lion and the Croix
des Evades. We will remember him as a gentlemen with an impish sense of
humour who was truly charming . He attended some of our early reunions until

travelling from Belgium became difficult for him. He did attend our /
commemoration of Squad ron Leader Mungo Park at Adinkerke in May 2006. v :
He was very proud of his time as a Tiger and was laid to rest at Basse - '

Wavre on April 26th  wearing his blazer with the squadron crest.

Bobby pictured in June 1945

Membership Matters

After a Il the trauma suffered by  lan and Heather Cadwallader in the wake of the New Zealand earthquakes,
they finally have their new home. The address is 63 Belmont Ave, Rangiora 7400, New Zealand.  Their Tel
No is 03 3133439 and e- mail address is cads74@snap.net .nz. We wish them a peaceful and undisturbed
future.

Martin Bee has a new e- mail address of martin.bee@gmail.com . Ray Morell has a new e- mail address of
raymorrell@outlook.com . Richard Lewis has a new e- mail address of richard.d.lewis@talktalk.net .Mike Rigg
has a new e- mail address of mickyrigg@gmail.com .And Nadine Jackson - Croker has a new e- mail address of
nadine@jc74.orangehome.co.uk .



mailto:raymorrell@outlook.com

Reunion Saturday March 8th  2014.

We gathered once again at The Falcon Ho tel in Stratford upon Avon for a weekend of renewing friendships and
catchi ng up with the past year's news. We were patrticularly pleased to welcome Phantom Tigers  Ken Moore with
his wife Sue and Clive 'Noddy' Marrison for their first reunion and to welcom e back after a long absence

Richard Lewis with Wendy Marshall and to Jack Mellon.

Associate member Tony Clay brought his models of 74's aircraft through

the ages (left) which generated lots of interest. Our grateful thanks to
him. There will be addition s to the fleet during the course of the year
which we will be able to see in 2015.

And our thanks too to Dr Michael Crowe and his wife Audrey to whom we
extended a special welcome. Dr Crowe is the son of 74 Squadron's
Commanding Officer in 1935 and he cam e to talk after the dinner (below
left) about his father's remarkable career, not just with 74 but spanning

two world wars with other squadrons and appointments as well, but
concentrating in this commemorative year on 'Jim' Crowe's First World

War experi ences. Michael has a remarkable personal archive of his
father's correspondence, memoirs and a rtefacts which were on display
(below) and which fascinated us all.




We liberated one of the squadron's tiger's heads from captivity at MOD Cosfor d for the weekend which
proved to be a popular focal point for photographs!
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Your committee - Dick, Rhod and Bob. And one for those who didn't  get to see the temporar ily bearded Rhod!
Below left David and Jeanette Ketcher and below right Alison and Nigel "Woody" ChampkenWoods.
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George Black and Dennis Caldwell

L

-

Janet Southwardhan d John Davies (see page 8)

In the bar - left to right Es George,

Cliff Spink, Ken Moore, Louis McQuade,
Clive Marrison and Bill Maish. Be low,
Des Schweppe. All photos by David
Ketcher and Jim Jolly. Thanks guys.

Pat Thurlow

Tony Clay talks with Mike Shaw
about his model aircraft collection.




