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Tiger John
Our webmaster and good friend John Crow died on Tuesday April 22nd. It was not unexpected but we have to
marvel at the fighting spirit Tiger John has shown, especially over the past twelve months. We will miss him. He
has
been
an
inspiration for us
all in the way
that he has dealt
with his illness.
Our
thoughts
are with Margie
who has been
wife,
nurse,
friend
and
support to her
beloved
John
throughout.
A
full appreciation
of
John's
eventful life will
appear in the
next issue.
RIP Tiger John
Crow.

Left - John with his fellow Tigers from the Lightning days. He sent
his entire RAF with just the one squadron - 74 - a rare thing
indeed. Both the squadron and the aircraft meant so much to him.
A message from our Honorary Vice President Boz Robinson to John.
Boz writes: SORRY ABOUT OUR VERY OWN CROW AND HOPE YOU FLY WELL
AGAIN ON THE OTHER SIDE. WE THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT DEDICATION TO THE
74 CAUSE AND FOR KEEPING THE WEBSITE UP AND RUNNING FOR AS LONG AS
YOU DID DESPITE THE MANY DISTRACTIONS. PLEASE KEEP THE BAR OPEN FOR
ME UP THERE!

And for all of us Tiger John.
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Farewell also to......
Taken at Schijndel in 1945, On the back row, left to right, are
Paddy Dalzell, Dave Davis and Len Preston and on the front Pat
Peet and Hugh Murland.
Association member Paddy Dalzell has died aged 89. Paddy flew
with the Tigers in 1944 and 1945. D Day was relatively uneventful
for the squadron flying as they did a series of unopposed sorties in
concert with many other squadrons over the invasion beaches.
Patrols over the beach-heads after D Day in their invasion striped
Spitfires were often lengthy and at least one Tiger force landed
due to lack of fuel. Of all the squadron's pilots at this time Paddy
came off worst when he was hit by flak over Caen whilst providing
air cover for friendly troops. He managed to glide back over the
Allied lines but crash landed between posts set up to stop glider
landings. His aircraft was written off and Paddy was injured and
after a few days he was returned to England by American LST.
Back on the squadron towards the end of 1944 Paddy proved
himself adept at V1 hunting, claiming three destroyed in the air
whilst 74 were operating from Duerne.
And to Association member Robert 'Bobby' Laumans who died on Monday
April 21st aged 93. Having escaped to England at the outbreak of the Second
World War he trained to fly Spitfires and joined the Tigers before being
posted to the newly formed Belgian 350 Squadron. During his time with 350
Squadron he was shot down near Ostend but baled out at the last minute
(having inverted his aircraft to free himself from the cockpit). He was picked
up from the sea by the Germans and sent to Stalag Luft III where he was
very involved with preparations for the Great Escape. After the war Bobby
joined SABENA for which airline he flew for many years. He was a holder of
the Belgian Croix de Guerre 1940 with the Palm and Bronze Lion and the Croix
des Evades. We will remember him as a gentlemen with an impish sense of
humour who was truly charming. He attended some of our early reunions until
travelling from Belgium became difficult for him. He did attend our
commemoration of Squadron Leader Mungo Park at Adinkerke in May 2006.
He was very proud of his time as a Tiger and was laid to rest at Basse Wavre on April 26th wearing his blazer with the squadron crest.
Bobby pictured in June 1945.

Membership Matters
After all the trauma suffered by Ian and Heather Cadwallader in the wake of the New Zealand earthquakes,
they finally have their new home. The address is 63 Belmont Ave, Rangiora 7400, New Zealand. Their Tel
No is 03 3133439 and e-mail address is cads74@snap.net.nz. We wish them a peaceful and undisturbed
future.
Martin Bee has a new e-mail address of martin.bee@gmail.com. Ray Morell has a new e-mail address of
raymorrell@outlook.com. Richard Lewis has a new e-mail address of richard.d.lewis@talktalk.net.Mike Rigg
has a new e-mail address of mickyrigg@gmail.com.And Nadine Jackson-Croker has a new e-mail address of
nadine@jc74.orangehome.co.uk.
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Reunion Saturday March 8th 2014.

We gathered once again at The Falcon Hotel in Stratford upon Avon for a weekend of renewing friendships and
catching up with the past year's news. We were particularly pleased to welcome Phantom Tigers Ken Moore with
his wife Sue and Clive 'Noddy' Marrison for their first reunion and to welcome back after a long absence
Richard Lewis with Wendy Marshall and to Jack Mellon.
Associate member Tony Clay brought his models of 74's aircraft through
the ages (left) which generated lots of interest. Our grateful thanks to
him. There will be additions to the fleet during the course of the year
which we will be able to see in 2015.
And our thanks too to Dr Michael Crowe and his wife Audrey to whom we
extended a special welcome. Dr Crowe is the son of 74 Squadron's
Commanding Officer in 1935 and he came to talk after the dinner (below
left) about his father's remarkable career, not just with 74 but spanning
two world wars with other squadrons and appointments as well, but
concentrating in this commemorative year on 'Jim' Crowe's First World
War experiences. Michael has a remarkable personal archive of his
father's correspondence, memoirs and artefacts which were on display
(below) and which fascinated us all.
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We liberated one of the squadron's tiger's heads from captivity at MOD Cosford for the weekend which
proved to be a popular focal point for photographs!

Es George

Audrey and Michael Crowe

Your committee - Dick, Rhod and Bob. And one for those who didn't get to see the temporarily bearded Rhod!
Below left David and Jeanette Ketcher and below right Alison and Nigel 'Woody' Champken-Woods.
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George Black and Dennis Caldwell

Pat Thurlow

Janet Southward and John Davies (see page 8)

Tony Clay talks with Mike Shaw
about his model aircraft collection.

In the bar - left to right Es George,
Cliff Spink, Ken Moore, Louis McQuade,
Clive Marrison and Bill Maish. Below,
Des Schweppe. All photos by David
Ketcher and Jim Jolly. Thanks guys.
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting.
Saturday March 8th 2014.
The Falcon Hotel, Stratford Upon Avon

Please keep for reference at next year's AGM.

Apologies were received from John Crow, Dave Roome, Henry Lether, Lionel Owen, Colin Dawson, Robert
Johnstone, Geoff Yapp, Eric Dickens, Ted Edwards, Peter Osborne, Vinny Brown, Nadine Jackson-Croker, Clive
Bairsto, Kev Wooff, Ian and Heather Cadwallader, Sarah Doidge and Mike Rigg
1. Chairman Dick Northcote welcomed all attending the AGM and Reunion Weekend.
2. The minutes of the previous meeting as printed in Tiger News were agreed and accepted as proposed by
George Black and seconded by Ray Jones.
3. Matters Arising. We agreed to contribute £200 towards the cost of decals for the Phantom at
Wattisham, a gesture which the museum there appreciated. However, we have yet to receive any
paperwork against which to make the donation. Bob will speak to them.
4. The Treasurer’s report was presented by Rhod Smart. The accounts show that the Treasurer’s Account
and Interest Account holds £10,075.72 and of this £8,676.15 has been allocated to the Museum Fund.
We hold sales stock to the value of £1,560. We hope to move stock at Norwich and Wattisham museums
once our displays are set up.
5. The committee as usual offered themselves for re-election and will continue during 2014-2015 as
currently.
Chairman – Dick Northcote
Treasurer – Rhod Smart
Secretary – Bob Cossey
6. Norwich and Wattisham Museum Displays.
Bob reported that he and Dick had visited MOD Stafford to look at our memorabilia and clear with
them the terms under which we can display it. Whereas previously we would do so on the basis of it
being on loan from the RAF Museum, now we are to be given complete custody of everything relating to
the squadron which they hold and it is ours to do with as we wish. Accordingly everything will be
collected from Stafford on April 9th and taken to Wattisham the following day where it will be sorted
between items for display at Wattisham and items for display at Norwich. What we cannot use at either
location will be offered to our members, to other museums or ultimately sold on e-bay. The money which
we hold in the museum fund will be used for display cases, interpretive material etc etc. Our original
plan to buy a hangarette for Norwich's Hunter in 74's colours will be put on hold as the cost of doing so
will be well beyond what we have raised, but we will be able to construct very professional displays at
both locations.
7. RAF Coningsby Visit. A proposed visit during the summer to RAF Coningsby and the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight as well as a visit to 11 Squadron and its Typhoons (if it can be organised) was of
interest to the majority of those present. Enquiries will be made and members advised as soon as
possible. This will be on a visit only basis with members arranging their own accommodation (there are
good hotels in the area including the Petwood at Woodhall Spa). (Nothing to report on this as yet- Ed.)
8. Any Other Business.
Bill Maish reminded the meeting that next year marks the 50th anniversary of the presentation of a
new Standard to 74(F) Squadron at RAF Leuchars by Princess Margaret and to mark the occasion it
would be good to gather together at the reunion as many of those who were serving at the time and
were present at the ceremony.
Date of Next Meeting. March 7th 2015
Reference 'Any Other Business' above, any Tigers who were at Leuchars when the new Standard was
presented but who haven't been able to attend reunions thus far might like to make a note of the next
reunion - March 7th 2015 - and consider joining us if they can. Also, members who know of others from
that era who have yet to join the Association might like to exercise their powers of persuasion......!
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MOD Stafford
As reported at the AGM, we duly collected all our memorabilia from Stafford and it is now safely deposited in
the HAS at RAF Wattisham where it has been partially sorted. Further visits will now be made to discuss with
the Wattisham Station Heritage team which items they would want to use as they expand their displays and/or
create a new one covering the Phantom era. Some items have been deposited at Norwich too and the same
discussion will take place there vis a vis earlier squadron history, in particular the Meteor, Hunter and Lightning
days. You will of course be updated with progress in future editions of Tiger News. It wasn't all work at
Wattisham of course - after all there was a Phantom in the HAS!
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Sailor postcard
In the last Tiger News we published a post card of Sailor Malan holding a statuette of a Buddha and asked if
anyone knew the significance of it. Robert 'Johnny 'Johnstone pointed out that I already knew! Looking in my
book Tigers I find that it was a presentation statuette from Java given by the Dutch East India Company in
December 1940. Thank you Johnny!

Memories of Wartime Britain.
Peter Clarke has until recently been a regular attendee at reunions with his wife Sylviane but ill health is now
preventing him from doing so. Because of enforced inactivity Peter has been doing lot of reading, including
your Secretary's A Tiger's Tale .
'Obviously the operational aspects have been very interesting,' writes Peter, 'especially the latter years of
John Freeborn's service of which I had known nothing. But of equal interest to me, personally, was the 1940
period pre-Dunkirk. My family had been on holiday at my aunt's home at Hythe in Kent when war was declared
so, in accordance with the Government's advice on evacuation, my brother (nearly 10) and I (nearly 7) remained
at Hythe which, at that time, was thought to be safe, especially when compared with our actual home near
Croydon. I think we must have been shielded from the activities of the RAF and the Luftwaffe. Hythe was not
much involved but there was a lot going on at Manston, Hawkinge, Dover and over the Channel and I do have a
real memory of hearing the news on the radio that HMS Hood had been sunk. Anyway all that changed in the
lead up to the withdrawal from France of the BEF and the eventual embarkation from Dunkirk - Hythe was
virtually "front line" and not the place for young children to be. Our parents came in the family car to collect
us on 18th May 1940 - my 7th birthday! We didn't stay long at home - we were re-evacuated to Mortehoe and
Woolacombe where we remained until after the blitz - about 15 months - and saw little or nothing warlike. On
our return home there were night time air raids and we continued to sleep in a Morrison Shelter for a period
until the ordinary raids came to an end. My brother went to Selhurst Grammar School and when I was 10 I took
the scholarship exam and miraculously was good enough to get a place (paid for by the Local Authority) to
Whitgift School in Croydon. I'll never understand how it could be that I, an ordinary junior school boy, could be
one of the only ten in Croydon who annually got accepted for a public school!
'All was fairly peaceful then but in the summer of '44 Hitler played his "war winning" trump cards - the V1s and
V2s - and we were very briefly evacuated to a former college friend of my mother at Evesham in
Worcestershire but we didn't stay there long. I suspect the friend didn't want to have us on her hands any
longer! So we came back home and, mercifully, didn't suffer any injuries but our house was a bit damaged by a
V1.

Pilot Officer Harold Gunn
Many thanks for John Davies (see photo page 5) for sending this extract by Brian Rideout from the
Remembrance Edition of The Haltonian.

Wearing my RAFA hat I was approached by a member of the public and asked if I could obtain an RAF
wreath. I replied yes and asked why? My interlocutor was a Mr Alan Gunn who had visited the
museum at RAF Hornchurch and seen the name H R Gunn on the Battle of Britain memorial there. He
subsequently discovered that Harold Gunn was a distant relative of his who had been killed in action.
When Alan told me that Harold had been born in 1913 and joined the RAF in 1929 I reasoned he
might have been an apprentice. My researches proved this to be the case. Harold was in the 20th
entry, trained as an engine fitter and after serving some years in the trade volunteered for pilot
training in 1935. Meanwhile Alan Gunn's further researches revealed that Pilot Office Harold Gunn
had been shot down while serving on 74 Squadron on 31st July 1940 off Folkestone and his body had
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been recovered from the sea by a German E-Boat and buried initially in Belgium. His body was later
reburied in a Military Cemetery in Ostend.
On 31st July 1940 the weather was poor for flying. However 24 Me109s were reported heading for
Dover. German records show that the aim of this force was to shoot down barrage balloons over
Dover prior to a Stuka attack on coastal installations as a prelude to Operation Sea Lion. Of the four
squadrons scrambled only the six Spitfires of B Flight 74 Squadron made contact with the enemy.
Despite the odds and having a height disadvantage of some 2000 feet the six went in for the attack.
Very quickly one Spitfire was lost and the flight commander's aircraft was badly damaged and had to
withdraw. Later in the battle Harold Gunn was shot down and killed. By their courageous action these
six pilots forced the Germans to withdraw to France without achieving their aim.
I obtained a wreath, complete with 74 Squadron badge and Alan Gunn and his wife laid it on Harold's
grave in Ostend on what would have been Harold's 100th birthday - 30th July 2013.

Your Health.
The older members of the Association have many health issues between them. As we all know John Crow was a
great advocate for Tigers to check for prostate cancer and his excellent articles on that subject can be read
on the website. George Woodhall has recently become aware that the following health check is available
through the NHS. The NHS Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening Programme is available to all men over 65. It
is a very quick check and is well worth having done. Go to http://aaa.screening.nhs.uk/

Sgt Pilot Ronald Glynn

Montage of Ronald Glynn's RAF career created by Larry Mann.
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Vaughn Glynn has been in touch on two counts - firstly to tell me of his father Ronald who served as a Sergeant
Pilot with 74 Squadron at Horsham St Faith from March 1952 until October 1954. Glynn Snr. enlisted in
November 1949 and enjoyed a varied career which took him from Heaney and South Cerney to Stradishall,
Butterworth, Oakington, Shawbury, Chivenor and Gutersloh amongst many other places. At Gutersloh he was
grounded medically (colour blindness) but went on to serve in several other capacities, including the RAF Police,
before leaving the service in 1967 to become a teacher. He died in 1978. The aircraft types he flew were Tiger
Moth, Harvard IIa, Prentice, Provost T1, Balliol, Chipmunk, Vampire T11, 5 and 9, Jet Provost, Meteor T7, 3, 4
and 8 and Hunter T7, 6 and 10.

All photos are
of 74 Squadron
ops at Horsham
St Faith during
Ronald Glynn's
time
there,
now in Vaughn's
collection
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NATO Tigers
The second reason for Vaughn getting in touch was to share with us some of the superb montages he has done
celebrating squadrons of the NATO Tiger Association. They appear on the NTA's Facebook page.
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And of course..........
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A New Tiger Squadron
'Doc the Tiger' Kauschmann of the NATO Tiger Association has flagged up for us the appearance of a new
Tiger Squadron which all being well intends to take 8 Typhoons to Schleswig-Jagel in June for the 2014 Tiger
Meet. The unit is JG74 of the German Air Force based at Neuburg. It's all in the number of course!

Just compare how this Typhoon looks compared with how an RAF Typhoon might have looked!
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Richard Ashmore’s Photos
In the last issue of Tiger news we reported that John Ashmore had written to say that his late
uncle, Richard Ashmore (left) was in the Tigers in 1943/44 in the Middle East. John has
inherited a photo album of Richard's from the time he served with 74, complete with captioned
photos. We featured some of those photos in Tiger News 61 - here are some more.
RG

|

GERMAN

AIR

FORC

14

Tiger Beer

Pete Johnstone asked the question - do you know what
this is? Many of you will as your names are on it, but for
the uninitiated this was the board inside the Tiger
Brewery in Singapore displaying the names of people who
managed to down a boot of beer! The names include those
who had formerly served with 74 but not when they were
at Tengah - e.g. Keith Haselwood.

A Model Hunter
Member Fred Taylor writes - 'I thought that you might be interested in this photo of my eldest son's latest
model. It's an electric ducted fan model of a 74 Squadron Hunter with white on the fin as when it was in an
exercise (such as the Hunter on display at the City of Norwich Aviation Museum).' When Fred wrote it had yet
to fly as the propulsion unit wasn't yet in place, but even grounded it looks extremely impressive.
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Recommended Reading - all for a very good cause.

Living in the Slipstream
Life as an RAF wife
Alison Bairsto, Jill Black, Holly Jeffers
Foreword by HRH The Duchess of Cambridge
Here is a collection of tales told by wives of RAF
personnel, often hilarious, always witty and touching,
spanning the period from the Cold War and the 1950s
to the present day.
These women reveal, in their authentic voices and
colourful portraits, what life as an RAF wife is really like –
when a whole family can be required to up-sticks and
move with almost no notice, when rank pulls favour even
at home, and when things go comically wrong during a royal visit.
It also reflects on the grimmer realities of being in the services, when an unexpected
phone call can mean a parent is suddenly off to war and won’t be around to read a
bedtime story.
Living in the Slipstream, cleverly illustrated by cartoonist Al Turner MBE, is first-person
testimony at its entertaining and informative best; an insight into service life and the
changes that have occurred there and a valuable resource for social historians.
100% of the editors’ profits will be shared equally between the Royal Air Forces Association
and RAF Benevolent Fund who do so much in caring for our past and present Royal Air
Force personnel and their families.
Living in the Slipstream
LI VI NG I N THE SLIPSTREAM
by Alison Bairsto, Jill Black, Holly Jeffers
ISBN: 9781909716247, Hardback, £16.99
Also available in e-book, £5.49
Published on 29th May 2014
Available from all good bookshops and online retailers
www.bookguild.co.uk
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